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of herself at the moment and likes to flaunt what she knows about homosexuals, or
let it be known that she has just read a psychologic discussion of some sexual
abnormality. She describes an evening at home as being extremely tiresome-
first one member of the family grunts, then another one grunts. They don't talk
about anything interesting. The mother does nothing but hang around all day
gossiping with the women downstairs and leaves the beds for Dorothy to make
when she comes home. Therefore she takes a long time walking home from school.

She finds her mother extremely irritating and both her parents boring. She is
willing to try to change in some respects, but she is adamant about the cigarettes.

Dorothy and her girl friend have been reading Freud. Recently she had quite

a shock because a certain Anna M------was her ideal woman and she has now

learned that this woman is a lesbian. After saying this, Dorothy sat back to watch
my reaction and compare it to her mother's. However, I showed great interest
and asked her where she got this piece of information. I also asked her whether
she believed everything she heard. Then it came out that she has always been
eager to be a boy. She hates being a girl. I had an opportunity to show her that
part of her hatred for her mother was due to this feeling of frustration, for which
she blames her mother. "That is what it says in Freud's book," she said. "Is it
really so?"

Then she wanted to know whether boys have any troubles. I told her that they
do, and she seemed relieved and pleased to know that there may be things that
bother boys too.

Dorothy continues to bring out a great deal concerning her experiences in the
"world of the night club entertainers." She is a sharp observer and is thinking
constantly about what goes on around her. She has'tried to form her own judg-
ment of what is right and wrong, and says she has talked with all sorts of people.
She complains that her mother wants to dominate her, and she is fighting with
every ounce of strength in her to break away from this control. She deliberately
sets out to do things that she has no real desire to do, simply to show her mother
that she cannot rule her. This is quite conscious on Dorothy's part, but often it
leaves her with a feeling of remorse.

Dorothy wants to discuss at great length the various anomalies she meets in
night club life, for example perversions. She is getting a very good knowledge of
the seamy side of life. She has been working about three nights a week and has
earned quite a good deal of money lately, singing at private parties and enter-
taining. She says people treat her very decently, however; nobody " gets fresh."

She dislikes high school intensely. She especially hates American history and
simply does not want to go to her particular school any more if she can help it.
She has been unhappy about it and that is why she played hooky and went to the
movies.

Last year she met a man who fascinated her. She met him in the night club
and he is supposed to be quite a man with the ladies. She was very much flattered
by his being attracted to her. She saw quite a lot of him last year, much to her
mother's alarm, but finally got disgusted with him after she saw him with a young
girl who was very much drunk and saw how he treated that girl. She takes quite
an adult attitude about everything connected with sex and seems to be extremely
irritated with her mother for snooping into her books.

She says that her mother is always checking up on her and looking through her
books; she "wishes to goodness" that her mother would stop that. I said we would
talk with her mother about that and told her how lucky she was to be back in school.